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CHAP, from those guilty of the murder was probably the
v_^ wish which sprang up in her trembling heart,
ices. Darnley was himself, certainly to her advantage in
this respect, so overcome by the foregoing events,
that he remained sunk in a deep sleep till the
morning was far advanced, and then betook him-
self to the room in which the Queen had sought
repose. When Darnley subsequently appeared again
among his confederates his behaviour was altogether
changed. Formerly they had intended to confine
the Queen until by means of a new parliament they
had procured for Darnley the so-called "matrimonial
crown," and full authority as King; now it was
he himself who represented the needlessness of such
a step, since the Queen was disposed in favour of a
reconciliation. He also himself afterwards led
the Queen by the hand into the large hall where
the conspiring Earls and Lords were assembled,
who knelt to receive her. Having first heard the
Earl of Morton as their spokesman, she reminded
them of her lenity, that she had never shown herself
bloodthirsty, and then ordering them to rise up,
she subsequently passed some time walking up and
down the room with Darnley on one side, and
Murray on the other. When Mary declared herself
prepared to subscribe whatever articles the con-
spirators might deem necessary for their safety, the
adherents of the King, as they still called them-
selves, drew up a few. Darnley received them and
found nothing objectionable in them, but, neverthe-
less, made a request to the effect that the Lords
should forthwith withdraw their retainers, and again
leave the custody of the palace in the hands of the
Queen's guard, since a letter of safety such as they